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Talking Points 
September 2020 

 
From the Executive Office 
Your 2020-2021 Board of Directors took the oath of office during a virtual ceremony on August 31. They 
are: 

President  
Mary Joyce Ivers, California 

President-Elect  
Stan Brown, Georgia 

Past President  
Bill Spearman, South Carolina 

Director Region I  
Gary Losier, New Brunswick 

Director Region II  
Dominick Longobardi, New York 

Director Region III  
Keith Pugh, North Carolina 

Director Region IV  
Doug Layton, Florida 

Director Region V  
Sean O’Dell, Illinois 

Director Region VI  
Joe Johnson, Kansas 

Director Region VII  
David Fabiano, Arizona 

Director Region VIII  
Shahnawaz Ahmad, California 

Director Region IX  
Dan Hartman, Colorado 

Technical Director, Engineering & Technology  
Jim Neal, South Carolina 

Technical Director, Environmental Management  
Lisa Rapp, California 

Technical Director, Fleet & Facilities  
Vic Bianes, California 

Technical Director, Leadership & Management  
Laura Kroeger, Colorado 

Technical Director, Transportation  
Helena Allison, California 

 

A recording of the virtual ceremony will be available soon. Watch upcoming In the Works emails or 
APWA.net for a link to the recording. 

 

Canadian Government Affairs 
Join the APWA Government Affairs team and volunteer leaders from the U.S. and Canada 
for PWX@Home Third Thursday Advocacy Jams to discuss public policy issues such as public rights-of-
way, water resources, emergency management, workforce development, and surface transportation. 

Get the latest news from Ottawa affecting public works and public works professionals with the Ottawa 
Report. This newsletter is sent out bi-weekly when Parliament is in session to inform APWA’s Canadian 
members about the latest federal legislative and regulatory news which affects public works and public 
works professionals in Canada. 
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To stay updated on Canadian Government Affairs, visit the APWA website (www.apwa.net), hover over 
the Government Affairs tab, and click on Canadian Government Affairs. Here you’ll find Canadian 
Advocacy News, CPWA’s Public Policy Priorities, the Tell Your Story portal, CPWA pre-budget 
submissions, CPWA testimony, and fact sheets. Follow CPWA on Twitter @CPWATWEETS! 

On August 23, MP Erin O’Toole (Durham, Ont.) was announced as the newly elected Leader of the 
Conservative Party of Canada. Mr. O’Toole has represented his Ontario riding since winning a by-
election in November 2012. He served as Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade 
before being appointed Minister of Veterans Affairs by Prime Minister Harper in 2015. He most recently 
served as the Official Opposition Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Development. 

On August 18, Parliament was prorogued. The second session of the 43rd Parliament is scheduled to 
open on September 23, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. (EDT) with a Speech from the Throne. This speech will 
present the government's detailed vision for the future and will provide the opportunity for a vote of 
confidence in this new plan. 

On August 18, Prime Minister Trudeau announced changes to the Ministry. 

• Chrystia Freeland remains Deputy Prime Minister and was also appointed Minister of Finance. 
Former Minister of Finance Bill Morneau resigned on August 17. 

• Dominic LeBlanc remains President of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada and was also 
appointed Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs. Chrystia Freeland formerly served as Minister 
of Intergovernmental Affairs. Mr. LeBlanc served as Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs from 
2018 to 2019. 

On August 14, Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland announced that Canada and the U.S. had agreed 
to extend the restriction of travel between the two countries for essential purposes only to September 
21. Trade and commerce are considered essential under this agreement. 

On August 6, CPWA participated in the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance pre-budget 
consultations process by submitting its budget priorities. These consultations will result in a report to be 
tabled in the House of Commons in December 2020, which will be considered by the Minister of Finance 
in preparation of the 2021 federal budget. CPWA’s submission can be found here. 

On July 27, Bill C-20, An Act respecting further COVID-19 measures received Royal Assent. With the 
proclamation of this Bill, the government has obtained the authority it requires from Parliament to carry 
out all of its announced COVID-19 initiatives. 

 

Center for Sustainability (C4S) 

In the Know 
C4S continues to highlight sustainable practices monthly on APWA’s home page: 

• August 2020 – Eugene, OR approves Climate Action Plan 2.0 

• July 2020 – Charleston County, SC and Partners Create Center of Resilience Excellence 

Share your tips and practices for a more sustainable future by contacting Anne Jackson at 
ajackson@apwa.net. 
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C4S Knowledge Team 
C4S hosts quarterly Knowledge Team conference calls. The remaining calls scheduled for 2020: 

• Tuesday, September 15, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. ET 

• Tuesday, December 15, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. ET 

For more information, contact Anne Jackson at ajackson@apwa.net. 

 

Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) 
ISI’s 2020 Webinar Schedule 

• Oct. 14: Using Envision as an Umbrella Framework: Applications for Large Mixed-Use Transit 
Projects 

• Dec. 2: Effectively Communicating the Value of Your Infrastructure Projects 

 

Government Affairs 
As of the drafting of these talking points, the U.S. Senate and House are scheduled to return to 
Washington, D.C. for legislative business the week of September 14, following the Labor Day holiday. In 
addition to a potential next COVID-19 relief/recovery package, fiscal year (FY) 2021 appropriations will 
need to be addressed as FY2020 ends September 30. The current surface transportation law, the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, expires on September 30, 2020. To stay apprised of these 
potential Congressional actions, please be sure to read the APWA Washington Report, which will return 
on September 14, follow @APWAGOVAFFAIRS on Twitter, and check out all advocacy resources at 
www.apwa.net under the Government Affairs tab. 

As part of PWX@Home, the APWA Government Affairs team is hosting Third Thursday Advocacy Jams 
on every third Thursday each month through August 2021. The next Jam will be held on September 17 at 
3:30 p.m. ET. Join the APWA Government Affairs team and volunteer leaders from the U.S. and Canada 
to discuss public policy issues and share what is impacting public works in your communities that 
policymakers need to know. In addition to interactive discussion inspired by PWX Happy Hour Jams, 
Third Thursday Advocacy Jams will, when needed, include legislative and public policy updates. Go to 
www.apwa.net to register for all PWX@Home events, and to learn more. 

If your chapter is interested in a virtual session on U.S. advocacy, the APWA Government Affairs team is 
available and wants to assist your chapter on its advocacy related priorities. Please contact Andrea 
Eales, Director of Government & Public Affairs, at aeales@apwa.net or (202) 218-6730. 

If you have not yet contacted your U.S. Senators and House Representatives to inform them about the 
local public works impact of COVID-19 on your community, please take a few minutes to do so. Please 
use APWA’s Legislative Action Center, or you may go to “Contact Congress” under the “Government 
Affairs” tab on the APWA website, www.apwa.net. All recent APWA Action Alerts are available. In 
addition to the just mentioned resources, you will also find APWA’s Public Policy Priorities, public works 
research products, and the “Tell Your Story” portal. 
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International Affairs Committee (IAC) 

JR Viewpoint 
The JR Viewpoint blog features JR Fellows highlighting their international public works study tour 
experience and how their tour has impacted their career and made a difference in their life: 

• August 2020: Hope and Resilience 

• July 2020: Water Conservation 

 

Education & Credentialing 
Follow the Education and Credentialing Department blog for innovative education content, newly 
released program announcements, career development insights, and more. 

PWX@Home 
Don’t miss your chance to register for upcoming PWX@Home live events in September. Annual 
registrations are open for all live programs until October 31, 2020, providing discounted rates to 
participants. 

Spotlight On Fleet 
September 8, 2020, 1:00-4:30 p.m. CT 
Register here.  

• Why Smarter Cities Start with Smarter Fleets 

• Deploying an AVL Solution Across a Large Fleet: Lessons learned and best practices 

• Fleet Open Forum 

Third Thursday Advocacy Jam: September 
Thursday, September 17, 2020, 2:30–3:30 p.m. CT 
Register here.  

Join the APWA Government Affairs team and volunteer leaders from the U.S. and Canada for an 
interactive discussion on the issues below, as well as an overview of advocacy tools available to our 
members and the importance of member engagement. 

• Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) legislation governing our nation’s federal 
surface transportation policy is set to expire on September 30.  

• Canada’s House of Commons is set to return from its summer break on September 21 and an 
economic update is anticipated.  

To best advocate for the priorities of our members, we want to hear the impact that surface 
transportation policy has on your community, what you want to see Parliament address in the upcoming 
session, and any other experiences or questions you would like to share.  
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SC/RC Perspective On Fleet 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020, Noon–1:00 p.m. CT 
Register here.  

Finding Success in Your Small City Fleet: 
Managing a public fleet in a small city/rural community must be a proactive endeavor. Fleet managers 
must extend the life of equipment and vehicles, prioritize purchases, and maintain a fluid shift model to 
manage employees. Join this panel discussion to learn more about how fleets are managed in small 
cities and rural communities. 

Accreditation 
The Public Works Management Practices Manual, 10th Edition (PWMPM-10) has been released. The 
PWMPM-10 includes the following updates: 

• Ten mandatory chapters compared to nine in previous editions 

• Asset Management is now the tenth mandatory chapter 

• Practices involving inventory, condition assessment or inspection are now only in Ch. 10 Asset 
Management 

• Duplicated practices removed 

• 534 total practices compared to 597 practices in the 9th Edition 

The deadline is extended to October 15 for agencies interested in applying for their first accreditation 
under the PWMPM, 9th Edition. The application and agreement packet are available on the website 
under Accreditation Resources.  

Agencies applying for accreditation under the 9th Edition will have three years to complete the self-
assessment and schedule their site visit review. Agencies can split their accreditation fees over two fiscal 
years; 50% due at the time of submittal with the balance due within 18 months or before their site visit, 
whichever comes first.  

Virtual Self-Assessment Workshop 
APWA is now offering a virtual workshop, “Principles of PW Self-Assessment" to agencies preparing to 
begin the self-assessment process. This will provide an opportunity for staff to participate and gain a 
better perspective of the process. The workshop fee for agencies is $500. For more information on the 
virtual workshop, email accreditation@apwa.net. 

Upcoming virtual self-assessment workshops: 

• City of Elk Grove, IL – September 1  

• City of N. Lauderdale, FL – September  

The City of Janesville, WI Department of Public Works completed a successful Accreditation site visit.  

The City of Davenport, IA Public Works Department, and the Alameda County, CA Public Works Agency 
successfully completed their re-accreditation site visits.  
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Upcoming virtual site visits in September include: 

• City of Buffalo Grove, IL (Re-Accreditation) 

• Chandler, AZ (Re-Accreditation)  

• Fairfield, OH (Re-Accreditation) 

• City of Lee’s Summit, MO (Re-Accreditation) 

• City of Salem, OR (Accreditation) 

Certifications 
APWA congratulates the fleet professionals that have earned their CPFP certifications and 
recertifications over the past year! Watch for their names during the programs this month and send 
congrats at #CPFP and check out their new digital badges on LinkedIn. 

To join the September Fleet celebration, APWA is offering eligible candidates $50 off their exam fees 
for applications received by the end of September and scheduled before the end of 2020. It’s your 
time to get certified! 

APWA now offers a remote proctoring option for eligible candidates experiencing social distancing 
restrictions. Please contact certification@apwa.net or 816-595-5298 if changes are needed to any 
scheduled exam dates or to discuss alternate testing options. 

For more information on the CPII (Certified Public Infrastructure Inspector), the CPFP (Certified Public 
Fleet Professional), the CSM (Certified Stormwater Manager), the CPWP-M (Certified Public Works 
Professional-Management) or the CPWP-S (Certified Public Works Professional-Supervision), watch this 
video. Contact us at certification@apwa.net. 

Certificate Programs 
The Public Fleet Management Certificate program will debut in September as part of the PWX@Home 
program line-up. The program will be presented in a Live On-Line format, September 15, 17, 22, and 24th 
from 8-10 a.m. CT. Live instruction sessions will be recorded for those who are unable to accommodate 
all live instruction days/times. Registration will close on September 14, 2020!  

Registration is also open for the Winter Maintenance Operator Certificate program, available in the Live 
Online format with live instruction occurring October 6 and 8, 2020, from 7:30- 9:30 a.m. CT. 

Click, Listen & Learn 
Upcoming Click, Listen & Learn webinars:  

• Preparing for the New Normal on October 29, 2020, presented by the Winter Maintenance 
Subcommittee. 

A recording of the July 30 Click, Listen & Learn program, Free Emergency Management Training for PW 
Professionals, is now available for viewing in the Members’ Library. 

For more information on APWA Click, Listen & Learn programs, please contact education@apwa.net.  

 

 

 



7 
 

Conferences – PWX and North American Snow Conference  
2021 Snow and PWX conference planning is underway.  

• The PWX and Snow Conference Call for Presentations is open. The Snow call will close on 
October 2. The PWX call will close on October 16.  

• Both calls can be accessed at apwa.net/2021cfp  

• The 2021 North American Snow Conference is scheduled for April 11-14 in Grand Rapids, MI. 

• The 2021 PWX is scheduled for August 29-September 1 in St. Louis, MO. 

Emerging Leaders Academy 
Emerging Leaders Class XIII will present their class project as part of the PWX@Home, Spotlight on 
Leadership and Management program on Tuesday, December 8, 2020, in lieu of the class’s traditional 
presentation at PWX. The project focuses on empowering and supporting emerging leaders within your 
organization. The class’s full project report can be found online.   

Sixty-one applications were received for the 2020-2021 Emerging Leaders Academy class. The ELA 
Subcommittee of the Leadership and Management Committee is in the process of reviewing all 
applications. Applicants will be notified no later than Friday, September 25, 2020, regarding their status 
for the upcoming class year. 

APWA eLearning Portal 
If you missed the Winter Operations Summit (WOS) in May, you can still access the great education from 
the event. The recordings from the WOS are currently available in the APWA Store.  

Watch the Education/Credentialing Calendar for upcoming Live On-Line Workshops. 

Ethics in Public Works 
Ethics for Public Works Professionals and Ethics for Public Works Supervisors provides practical advice 
on ethic and emphasizes the importance of ethical behavior in personal and professional interactions.  

Habits of Dysfunctional Leaders 
Find the best tips and tricks for avoiding, identifying, and managing flawed leadership habits in your 
workplace.  

Public Works Math 101: Calculating Asphalt and Concrete 
When it comes to calculating the amount of concrete to pour or asphalt to spread, this e-course can 
help you brush up on your math skills.  

Please visit our webpage for information about content, pricing, bundle pricing, and purchasing options. 
For more information on our educational products and group pricing please contact lms@apwa.net. 
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Top Tech 

 
The final Talking Top Tech of 2020 will be held on September 24: Talking Top Tech: Technology for Field 
Crews Edition 

Previous Talking Top Tech programs are available in the Members’ Library and on YouTube under the 
Education and Credentialing Playlist. 

View APWA’s 2020 Top 5 Trending Technologies in Public Works in the January APWA Reporter. 

Roving Reporter 
The Roving Reporter Education Series was created to highlight innovative technologies and special 
achievements that are positively affecting public works. The Chapter Roving Reporter allows chapters to 
tell their story and highlight technologies or achievements that are positively affecting public works in 
their area. Tell your chapter’s story by tagging your video with #APWARovingReporter on Twitter, 
Facebook, or Instagram.  

Episodes of the Roving Reporter can be found at the following links: 

Season 2: Episode 2: The Value of Public Works to Police and Fire 

Season 2: Episode 1: The Value of Public Works as First Responders 

Season 1: Episode 3: Smart Cities 

Season 1: Episode 2: Connected Vehicles  

Season 1: Episode 1: Autonomous Vehicles 

If you have questions on any of these programs, please contact education@apwa.net.  
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Meetings 

Upcoming Events 
2021 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 11-14, Grand Rapids, MI 

2021 PWX, August 29-September 1, St. Louis, MO 

2022 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 10-13, Pittsburgh, PA 

2022 PWX, August 28-31, Charlotte, NC 

2023 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 16-19, Omaha, NE 

2023 PWX, August 27-30, San Diego, CA 

2024 NORTH AMERICAN SNOW CONFERENCE, April 28-May 1, Kansas City, MO 

2024 PWX, August 18-21, Chicago, IL 

 
Membership 
 
The chapter membership reports are updated automatically just before midnight on the 7th of each 
month. The membership total at the end of July was 29,578. 
 
All APWA chapter membership chairs, chapter presidents, and delegates are urged to participate in an 
upcoming Membership Town Hall. This event is scheduled for 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. CT on Tuesday, October 
6, and will be an opportunity for chapter leaders to share what is happening in their area relating to 
membership in the COVID-19 pandemic. Chapter leaders can also take a long-term look at membership 
in their chapters. The official calendar invitations were sent separately. 
 
The Council of Chapters’ five Task Forces and Focus Groups will meet in September. The Council and the 
Technical Committees are meeting during the ‘Finding Our New Rhythm” virtual meeting. The five 
groups are Advocacy Task Force, the Chapter Sharing Focus Group, the Public Works Awareness Task 
Force, the Public Works Workforce Task Force, and the Supporting Struggling Chapters Task Force. 
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Tech Talk: A Quick List of Ongoing Projects from the  
APWA Technical Committees 

“Building Our New Rhythm” is the theme for our first Committee and Council of Chapters Virtual event. 
Our focus will be to meet, connect, and collaborate. Click to view and download the Building Our New 
Rhythm schedule.  

 

APWA Technical Committees – Your Public Works Experts! 
The American Public Works Association has volunteer committees to assist in the management of the 
association and its work. The most substantial of these is the Technical Committees involved with 
specific public works areas. APWA Technical Committees are the “centers of expertise” for the assigned 
subject areas, and their primary purpose is to provide direction and oversight to programs, services, and 
products within the technical area of expertise in support of the APWA strategic plan and APWA goals 
and objectives. 
 
Technical Committees are responsible for articles in every issue of the Reporter, PWX/Snow Conference 
education sessions, Click, Listen & Learn webinars, Certificate programs, APWA Publications, and 
supporting APWA Certification programs for Leadership and Management, Fleet, Stormwater and 
Construction Inspection. 
 
Technical Committee Mission Statements: 
 
Asset Management Committee 
To support APWA members that operate, improve, and maintain public works and infrastructure 
through advocacy, education, resource development, and member engagement in the field of asset 
management. 
 
Emergency Management Committee 
To provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging and developing ideas, 
knowledge, and technologies for mitigating from, preparing for, responding to, and recovery from all 
hazards (manmade and natural disasters). The committee also intends to foster recognition of public 
works' important role(s) in emergency management. 
         
Engineering and Technology Committee  
To encourage sharing and application of knowledge about engineering and technology and advancing 
these practices in public works, pursuing APWA’s mission to develop and support the people, agencies, 
and organizations that plan, build, maintain and improve our communities. 
  
Facilities and Grounds Committee 
To provide APWA members with the resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, 
knowledge, and technologies for the operation, management, and maintenance of public buildings, 
grounds, and parks. The committee also recommends and advances APWA policies and positions 
concerning public facilities and grounds issues. 
 
Fleet Management Committee  
To support excellence in fleet management, through advancing the leadership, education, and 
promotion of fleet proficiency to APWA members, agencies, and organizations. 
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Leadership & Management Committee  
To advance Public Works Professionalism through research, application, and advocacy of innovative 
leadership and best management practices. To provide resources to public works professionals in 
management and leadership. 
 
Solid Waste Management Committee  
To support APWA's role as the recognized leader in public works by providing its members with the 
resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, knowledge, and technologies for the 
operation, management, and maintenance of solid waste facilities. 
 
Transportation Committee 
To provide APWA members with resources for exchanging and developing ideas, information, skills, 
knowledge, and technologies for the advancement of APWA’s transportation objectives and to develop 
and promote environmentally sound, sustainable, cost-effective, and safe systems that enhance the 
livability and quality of life in our communities through active public involvement. 
 
Utilities and Public Rights-of-Way Committee 
To provide education and information raising awareness about utility-related issues and promoting the 
best use of the public rights-of-way. 
 
Water Resources Management Committee 
To promote and provide education on best management practices for water resources to achieve 
resilient and sustainable systems. 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIR BOARD LIAISON STAFF LIAISON 

Asset Management Dan Sailer 
dSailer@crgov.com 

Jim Neal 
jrneal@matternandcraig.com 

Matt Harper 
mharper@apwa.net 

Emergency Management Loni Eazell 
LEAZELL@dpw.lacounty.gov 

Laura Kroeger 
lkroeger@mhfd.org 

Rita Cassida 
rcassida@apwa.net 

Engineering & Technology Robert O. Valenzuela 
rvalenzuela@sugarlandtx.gov 

Jim Neal 
jrneal@matternandcraig.com 

Rita Cassida 
rcassida@apwa.net 

Facilities & Grounds Dave Pinsonneault 
dpinsonneault@lexingtonma.gov 

Vic Bianes 
bianes@cox.net 

Matt Harper 
mharper@apwa.net 

Fleet Management Mark Stinson 
Mark.Stinson@cityofls.net 

Vic Bianes 
bianes@cox.net 

Matt Harper 
mharper@apwa.net 

Leadership & Management Jonathan Gano 
jagano@dmgov.org  

Laura Kroeger 
lkroeger@udfcd.org 

Matt Harper 
mharper@apwa.net 

Solid Waste Joe Giudice 
joe.giudice@phoenix.gov  

Lisa Rapp 
lrapp@lakewoodcounty.org 

Matt Harper 
mharper@apwa.net 

Transportation James Martin 
jbm@ncsu.edu 

Helena Allison 
hallison@ghirardelliassoc.com 

 

Rita Cassida 
rcassida@apwa.net 



12 
 

Utilities & Public Rights-of-Way John Cooper 
Jcooper@gbateam.com 

Helena Allison 
hallison@ghirardelliassoc.com 

 

Rita Cassida 
rcassida@apwa.net 

Water Resources Management Barry Sheff 
bsheff@woodardcurran.com 

Lisa Rapp 
lrapp@lakewoodcounty.org 

Rita Cassida 
rcassida@apwa.net 

 


